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Unusual size presents 
with unusual 
presentation.
Hatem Eid
Epsom hospital, London

Introduction: Pheochromocytoma is a rare tumor
originating from the embryonic neural crest and 
secreting high levels of catecholamines. The average 
pheochromocytoma size is 7 cm in the previous 
publications (1). Sometimes these tumors may be 
bigger. In this abstract, a case of pheochromocytoma
with a huge size presented with unusual 
presentation.

Case study: 56 year-lady presented with incidental  
huge right suprarenal mass 14.5 cm in CT Abdomen 
after an investigation for  recurrent abdominal pain. 
she has no symptoms of a headache, palpitations, 
sweating, tremors, dyspnea, anxiety or other 
symptoms related to pheochromocytoma. Her urine  
metanephrines showed persistently elevated 
normetanephrine of 9.5 and 9.73 umol/24hrs urine 
(normal is less than 3 umol/24 hrs urine collection). 
All her other baseline blood results are normal 
including other hormonal profile, bone profile and 
glucose. After the biochemical diagnosis of 
pheochromocytoma, the patient was referred to a 
tertiary centre where all the other workup will be 
done. After review of online English literature and as 
far as we know, this case is the twelfth largest 
pheochromocytoma reported in the English literature 
(2).

Summary and conclusion:

Most giant pheochromocytomas do not present with 
classic symptoms. Pheochromocytoma may reach 
huge sizes without causing any symptoms (1). No 
clear correlation between the size of a tumour and 
the catecholamines level.
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